
 

 

   October 2016 

CONNECTIONS 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square 

A few weeks ago a good friend of 

mine passed along a new devotional 

book.   

She said it was a 

good book and 

thought I might enjoy 

some of the readings 

found within the pag-

es. A recent reading 

was titled, “Relax in 

My Everlasting 

Arms.”   

I want to share it 

with you here. 

 

Relax in My Everlasting Arms. 

 Your weakness is an opportunity to 

grow strong in awareness of My Al-

mighty Presence.  When your energy 

fails you, do not look inward and la-

ment the lack you find there.  Look to 

Me and My sufficiency; 

rejoice in My radiant 

riches that are abun-

dantly available to help 

you. 

Go gently through this 

day, leaning on Me and 

enjoying My Presence. 

 Thank me for your 

neediness, which is building trust-

bonds between us.  If you look back 

on your journey thus far, you can see 

that days of extreme weakness have 

been some of your most precious 

times.  Memories of these days are 

richly interwo-

ven with gold-

en strands of 

My intimate Presence. 

September 27; “Jesus Calling”  

by Sarah Young 

 

When my energy fails me 

I sat in my office, surrounded by 

piles of papers and work that “needs” 

to be done and read and re-read those 

words again and again.   

This week has been hard.  I see 

what I want to do, what “should” be 

done and yet my energy level does not 

Relax in my everlasting arms 
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It’s trunk-or-treat time! 
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In my weakness I am 

forced to let all of this 

be less about me and 

more about the  

radiant riches of Abba  

Father abundantly 

available to help me.   

Sunday, Oct. 2 wll be a special day for our 

church. 

We will welcome back Jim Kennon!  Jim 

served as pastor from August 1991 to April 2006.   

Jim and his ministry partner Bryan Hitch 

will be sharing about Vistancia Community 

Church, a new church they are working to plant 

in Peoria, AZ.   

The church's mission is to help 

people encounter Jesus so he can change their 

eternity, reveal their identity, and transform them 

Kennon, Hitch bring ministry to First Baptist 



 

 

 Connections Page 2 

FBC to bring spooky fun to the community 
It’s Trunk-or-Treat time! 

First Baptist Church will once again 

hold its annual Trunk-or-Treat event on 

Sunday, Oct. 30 from 3-5 p.m. 

The family friendly event follows the 

Kennett Square Halloween parade, which 

steps off at 3 p.m. 

We will be collecting candy this 

month to pass out to trick-or-treaters who 

will go from car-to-car in the 

church parking lot. 

For those who want to 

decorate a car, sign up at the table in the 

Narthex. For those who want to donate 

candy, please bring it in to the table. 

By Nancy Nicewonger 

Director, J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

 

J.A.M.  Christian Daycare has a tradition of participating 

in the Trike-A-Thon each year which benefits the St. Jude 

Research Hospital.  

Once again, the J.A.M. students worked together to raise 

$350 for St. Jude. Erika Dorsey, a pre-d teacher at J.A.M., 

coordinated the event. All classrooms participated either by 

riding tricycles or riding in strollers.  

This is a way that we can teach our children that God 

wants us to care for others. By reaching out to those in need, 

we can show 

them the love of 

God. Teachers 

used this oppor-

tunity to teach 

children about 

bicycle safety 

and about under-

standing the 

needs of others. 

J.A.M. trike-a-thon raises $350 Informal budget meeting set 

Immediately following worship on Sunday, 

Oct. 23, there will be a short informational meet-

ing to share a preliminary 2017 budget proposal 

and review our 2016 financial status through the 

third quarter. 

We will also present or-

ganizational structure 

proposals for 2017 — this is part of our process to 

move to a one-board system.  

This meeting is for informational purposes 

only; there will be no action taken on these items.   

We will vote on the 2017 budget and organi-

zational structure proposals at our Dec. 11 annual 

meeting. 

Oct. 30 

Oct. 23 
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On the Web: 
www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com  

On Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/jamdaycare 

J.A.M. children, parents and staff showed visitors to last month’s 
Mushroom Festival parade how the daycare grows young minds.  
At top, the group who marched in the parade is all smiles. At left, 
Rayann Nicewonger and a J.A.M. student show off the mush-
room-themed hats they decorated.  Above, even the youngest 
students at J.A.M. enjoyed their parade experience. 

J.A.M. and the Mushroom Festival 
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allow me to get it done in the way I 

used to.   

My mind and desk are cluttered. 

 It feels as if I am putting out fires ra-

ther than strategically moving through 

life right now.   

It takes me three times as long to 

walk across the Welcome Center to 

get to the printer.  In about an hour I 

will be ready for a nap.  My energy 

will fail me.   

It is easy, so easy to look inward 

and lament the lack of energy I find 

there.   

I am no longer the person I once 

was.  The funny, or odd, thing about 

this is that it is me that feels or sees 

this more than those around me. 

Nancy is quick to point out that I 

have gone from working a 60-hour 

week to working a 35- to 40-hour 

week.  

I have not missed any important 

meetings, deadlines or details as of 

yet.  I have been in the pulpit every 

Sunday since I was diagnosed last 

May.  

People will tell me I am doing 

great.  All of that is truth.   

Yet my energy fails me. 

It is one of the surprising and 

very healthy side effects of cancer and 

chemotherapy.  I cannot rely upon the 

“tools” I have used in the past.   

I am not able to push and drive 

through situations and issues to bring 

about change and growth.   

In my weakness I am forced to let 

all of this be less about me and more 

about the radiant riches of Abba Fa-

ther abundantly available to help me.   

God is Good All the 

Time…working to Redeem and 

Transform, Renew and 

Heal…unleashing in us what it means 

to live “Life to the Full”…if only we 

would let the Spirit move. 

 

Thank me for your neediness 

Thank me for your neediness? 

 Really.  I thought the goal was to be 

strong and self-sufficient, relying on 

nobody but myself.  The Kingdom of 

God at war with the kingdom of this 

world.   

The truth is that in my neediness I 

see God more clearly.  I sense and I 

understand how Abba Father moves 

toward me to provide the support and 

strength I so desperately need.   

If I was always strong I would 

learn to trust only in myself.   

Our culture is good at teaching 

this lesson.  Trust in yourself, your 

bank account, your hard work, your 

whatever.   

Then one day the floor drops out 

from beneath us.   

The job disappears, the stock 

market goes south, we make a huge 

mistake, the doctor says, “You 

have….” 

What then?   

In our neediness we learn to trust 

that Abba Father is there to walk with 

us, guide, direct, support, encourage, 

speak words of hope and life into the 

desperate times of life. 

I thank God for my neediness. 

 As I have seen God show up time and 

time again it has given me faith and 

courage to step out with boldness and 

faith that no matter what the situation 

I do not walk alone.   

Even now.   

When my energy fails me, it is 

just another opportunity to learn again 

the lesson of Abba Fathers promise to 

walk with us through all of life. 

I needed this reading today.  I 

needed this reminder of the larger 

things God is doing in our midst each 

and every day. 

When your energy fails 

you…thank God for your needi-

ness…and watch for Abba Father to 

provide just what you need to make it 

through that day. 

God is Good All the Time…All 

the Time God is Good 

Thanking God for Abba Father 

CONTINUED from Page 1 



 

 

Connections Page 5 

Senior stars 
and stripes 
September’s senior 

luncheon highlighted the 

patriotic musings of “Aunt 

Sally,” the little-known 

wife of “Uncle Sam.” 

For the occasion, at-

tendees proudly wore their 

red, white and blue best. 

The senior luncheon is held 

on the last Thursday of the 

month at noon. 

Top left, Charlie 
and Nancy 
Bossert show off 
their patriotic 
finery. Top right, 
“Aunt Sally” — 
aka Diane Albert-
son — prepares 
for her appear-
ance. At right 
and below, peo-
ple dressed for 
the theme in a 
number of differ-
ent ways, such as 
Marcia Burton 
(below left). 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

October 2016 

Recurring meetings 

AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Monday-
Saturday 

AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday 
 

Al-Anon 8-9 p.m. Wednesdays 

 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 MH 6-8:30pm Sanct; 

Communion & 
Deacon  

 Jim Kennon Visit 

 Fellowship lunch 

 Sunday School 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct. 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

 

 Youth group 7-
8:30 p.m. 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

 

 Youth group 7-
8:30 p.m. 

Call to Worship 
7 p.m. 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

 

 Youth group 
7-8:30 p.m. 

 

Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

 
Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

 

Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

 

 Missions 1:30 
p.m. 

 Deacons/  
Elders 7 p.m. 

  Girl Scout 
meeting CE 
classroom 6-
7:30 p.m. 

  Compan-
ions in Christ 
7-8:30 p.m. 

  Girl Scout 
meeting CE 
classroom 6-7:30 
p.m. 

  Companions in 
Christ 7-8:30  

  Men’s 
breakfast 8 
a.m. 

 

 AA District 56 
meeting 7-9:30 
pm FH 

  Senior 
lunch at noon 

 

Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

          Love Gift  

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 TRUNK OR 
TREAT 3-5 p.m. 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

WORLD MISSION 
OFFERING 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

  Compan-
ions in Christ 
7-8:30 p.m. 

  Companions 
in Christ 7-8:30 
p.m. 

Young Dads 
6:30-9 p.m. 

 Al-Anon 
 8-9pm  

 Youth group 7-
8:30 p.m. 

 ABW 1:30 p.m.. 

Kids’ Club plan-
ning 6:30 p.m. 

  KACS 
trainbing 9 
a.m. to noon 
FH 

 

 Halloween 
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Heather H. Hendershot   Oct. 3 

Nancy Nicewonger    Oct. 5 

Jessica Bryer      Oct. 11 

Owen Fresolone     Oct. 13 

Alfred Miles      Oct. 17 

Soren Wells      Oct. 17 

Carolyn Thomas     Oct. 17 

Carol Newsom     Oct. 18 

James Sturgiss     Oct. 22 

Dennis Chambers    Oct. 24 

Cora Goldberg     Oct. 24 

Sarah Potthoff     Oct. 25 
 
 
 

If  your birthday is not listed, please call, see or  
e-mail Monica Fragale. 

Join us in celebrating these October birthdays 

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net 
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By Barbara and Dwight Bolick 

 

Not too long ago, I had coffee 

with my friend, Nancy Duarte. I love 

to have coffee with friends on a Satur-

day morning, but this coffee was spe-

cial, because we had it in Wheaton, 

IL. 

Nancy is a dear Chilean friend of 

ours from Temuco. She is a clinical 

psychologist specializing in family 

systems, and is now the program di-

rector for Family Bridges, a faith-

based organization helping Spanish-

speaking immigrant families transi-

tion well into life in the United 

States.  

Nancy began consulting with me 

on the Girls' Clubs project when she 

lived in Temuco and was chair of the 

psychology department at the Univer-

sidad Mayor.  

Now she will serve on a newly 

formed consulting team that is helping 

me re-design the program so that it 

can be replicated, and the girls' pro-

gress can be tracked. 

Many of you asked me when I 

was speaking on home assignment if 

it would be possible to expand 

the Talita Cumi Girls' Clubs Project to 

other countries, including the U.S. 

I believe God is opening doors 

for that, and probably for things great-

er than I can imagine, to equip us and 

others to help girls and young women 

grow to become "oaks of righteous-

ness," the oft-stated goal of our minis-

tries here.  

Thanks to a grant from One Grant 

Hour of Sharing, we have formed a 

consulting team made up of psycholo-

gists from Fuller Seminary's Thrive 

Center for Human Development, Nan-

cy, and the psychology department 

head at Temuco's Universidad 

Mayor.  

The goal is to see the Girls' Clubs 

project become an evidence-based 

curriculum and program. 

So as Nancy and I sat down to 

work, we mapped out a plan to devel-

op our mentor training. We reviewed 

some curriculum, shared notes, and 

sketched out a work plan for the next 

few months. So much remains to be 

done, but for the first time I can see 

that it really is possible.  

I can't do it alone. But God pro-

vides the help I need. 

Thank you, dear friends, for being the 

voice that called this ministry into ex-

istence. Please pray for us more fer-

vently than ever as we climb this 

New partnerships will expand girls' clubs  

MISSIONS 

 Barbara and Dwight Bolick are missionaries in Temuco, Chile, with International Ministries.  

First Baptist supports the Bolicks through offerings like the World Mission Offering, which  

will be collected Oct. 23. The Bolicks’ update was published on the IM’s Web site. 

CONTINUED on Page 9 

Photo from International Ministries Web site 

Barbara and Nancy work on the girls’ club partnership. 
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steep road. Rejoice with us, too, as 

we welcome our new partners from 

Fuller Seminary's Thrive Center 

(www.thethrivecenter.org) and Fam-

ily Bridges to walk alongside us.  

"These tanks saved my gar-

den" 

"I wasn't going to plant this 

year because there's not going to 

be enough water." 

These are typical comments 

from people, like Flora here, with 

new rainwater harvesting systems.  

Thanks again to a grant from 

One Great Hour of Sharing, we 

have been installing simple systems 

that use rainwater to alleviate a severe 

water crisis in southern Chile.  

Climate change is real. 

Rural families that used to de-

pend on springs and shallow wells, 

and sporadic rain throughout the sum-

mer, now find themselves without wa-

ter from January to June.  

Our average rainfall compares 

with Seattle, but most rural houses do 

not have gutters, and storing rainwater 

is a novel idea, until recently.   

Municipalities are trucking in 

 1,000 liters a week to ru-

ral households, which is not enough.  

So the purpose of the Rainwater 

Harvesting project is to demonstrate a 

viable solution for rural households.  

Our systems can provide water 

for household gardens, and other non-

potable uses during the summer.  

 

We can't provide all the tanks 

they really need. So this project is 

meant to stimulate the use of this sim-

ple technology for conserving water.  

Participating families provide 

their own kind of "sweat equity" and 

they will come up with ways to ex-

pand their systems.  

Rainwater harvesting is catching 

on in Chile.  The city of Temuco 

asked us to set up a demonstration site 

serving the needs of a cluster of rural 

households.  

Before they consider installations 

on a massive scale, they recognize the 

need first of all to educate and con-

vince the rural population that rainwa-

ter harvesting can play a big role in 

alleviating their water problems.   

We look forward to this oppor-

tunity to support Temuco's vision of a 

sustainable community, starting in 

November. 

CONTINUED from Page 8 

OGHS grant helps with rainwater harvesting 

Photo from International Ministries Web site 

Rainwater tanks help in collection efforts. 

             World Mission Offering 
 

We will be collecting for the World Mission Offering on Oct. 23. 

Your donation will help support missionaries around the world,  
like the Bolicks and the Coats’ family. 

The Missions Team thanks you in advance for your support. 

Oct. 23 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00130qAVP9KeG6UGS-HhnuSc2LCylIGoobrk972L5S5xMwT3fZ4g_iOHDslW_dIZnO4BGthS9dPgTp_2wpbHsU2-0aYoYo-2PL4hQ8oUqI143544_dSItDHfY8oKFeJmgsfiFvWMjYxodBelaZKfPpif7a_0qGd1uC3jlQ7V_5Ks8XGc60S0h15Pg==&c=8dTvk_6oz43jH6SM2W8fQoynTWEDk6I_wX9xS-u_i


 

 

Connections Page 10 

John and Debbie Coats are  

missionaries supported by First 

Baptist Church. Here is the first 

of a two-part report from them. 

The second part will appear next 

month.  
 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 

We arrived in Cambodia nearly 

three weeks ago after a good flight. 

Thanks so much to all of you for 

warmly welcoming us in your church-

es and your homes and receiving us so 

warmly.   

We are very encouraged by you 

in our work here, and so cared for by 

so many of you.   

We were amazed to meet so 

many people who prayed for us regu-

larly.  Thank you for your love, en-

couragement, and continued gifts for 

our family’s support and our work 

here.  You all have been a great bless-

ing to us. 

We were not expecting to have 

Jesse return with us, but he did.  He 

has enrolled in a nine-month long in-

tensive Bible study program with 

YWAM (Youth With A Mission).  

Some of the students are Cambodian 

and some are Westerners.    

They are expected to read the en-

tire Bible through five times in the 

nine months.  Jesse is on the opposite 

side of the country from us so we will 

not see him often, but Debbie is very 

happy to have him in the same coun-

try. 

Micah is still at Houghton Col-

lege and is now half way through.  He 

enjoys academics even though he is 

doing a double major in physics and 

math.  He is also very involved in a 

prayer ministry on campus.  The 

school is a good fit for him.  It was 

hard for Debbie to say goodbye as it 

will be two more years before we see 

him again. 

I am generally pleased with how 

our Cambodian staff have worked 

while we were away.  In particular, I 

was impressed with how much the 

youth in our children’s program have 

grown in their faith and seriousness to 

have God in their lives.  I am so 

pleased. Nevertheless, we feel a bit 

like we got dumped into spiritual bat-

tlegrounds very quickly upon our re-

turn. 

  

A Longish Story 

Within two days of returning to 

the village, I became quite suspicious 

that one of the teachers may have 

picked up a counterfeit spiritual gift, 

or possibly the gift is real but is not 

being used properly.  I know this sub-

ject is viewed very differently by vari-

ous American Christians.   

I myself believe the spiritual gifts 

are still active today and were not on-

ly for the New Testament period.  Yet 

I confess I do not have extensive per-

sonal experience in spiritual gifting, 

and so it is a challenge how to deal 

with this situation.   

After some consultation with a 

missionary friend in Cambodia who 

has much more experience than I 

have, I met with all our teachers and 

asked the one teacher to back off of 

her use of her spiritual gift until we all 

could do a Bible study on spiritual 

gifts together.  I said we would start in 

just a few days.   

The challenge for me is putting 

the brakes on anything that is not of 

the Lord, yet at the same time to not 

quench the work of the Holy Spirit, 

which will take more discernment 

than I currently have.   

This young, humble, woman 

teacher is very sweet and very com-

mitted to Jesus.  I am so pleased with 

her attitude and work, but want to 

safeguard her and the children in our 

program. 

Then, only two days after I in-

formed the teachers we would start a 

Bible study soon, the young teacher in 

question was hit by a motorcycle be-

ing driven illegally by a 12-year-old 

boy. Her big toe was terribly mangled 

and was amputated.  I feel so bad for 

her.  When I heard of the accident, my 

immediate thinking was that she was 

under attack by the enemy, both via 

deception and physical attack.   

After the accident, another teach-

er began praying for her.  He was not 

with her at the time, but told me that 

while he was praying he had a distinct 

mental image in his mind of someone 

attacking and beating her, but then 

Jesus came to her defense.   

Even before the accident, I had 

been praying specifically that Jesus 

would come to her defense, clear up 

any deceptions, guard her heart and 

spirit, and affirm his love to her. 

MISSIONS 

John, Debbie Coats deliver message of spiritual gift 
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First Baptist is handicapped accessible    

First Baptist Church 

415 W. State St. 

Kennett Square, PA 19348 

FAX: 610-444-0480 

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger 

WEB SITE: 

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org 

W ORSHIP  S ERV ICE :  

11  A . M .  

S UNDAY  S CHOO L  F OR   

AL L  AGE S :  9 :45  A . M .  

B I B LE  S TUDY  T UES :  1 :30  P . M .  

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED :  7  P . M .  

Y OUTH  G R OUP  W ED :  7  P . M .  

J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

610-444-1795 

Nancy Nicewonger,  

Director  

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which  
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks  
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.  

at 610-444-1795. 

Fall cleanup set 
First Baptist will hold its annual 

fall cleanup day on Saturday, Nov. 5. 

The men’s breakfast will move 

to that day as well and become an all-

church breakfast. 

Please let Tim McDonald know 

if you can make it. 

 

Fellowship luncheon 
November’s fellowship luncheon 

will be held following worship on 

Sunday, Nov. 13. 

Attendees are encouraged to 

bring a dish to share. 

November’s luncheon is hosted 

by the Kindergarten-through-fifth 

grade Sunday School class. 

 

Young Dads to meet at 
First Baptist Church 

Young Dads, a group of men 

whose partners and spouses are in the 

Young Moms program, will begin 

meeting at First Baptist.  

The meetings are held on the 

third Tuesday of the month in Room 

8 of the Christian Education building, 

from 6:30-9 p.m.  

The group aims to help the entire 

family by empowering participants to 

reach their potential as men and fa-

thers. 

 

Senior luncheon 

October’s senior luncheon will 

be held at noon Oct. 27. 

After a delicious lunch, Joe Reil-

ly will present “A Musical Program.” 

You can always bring a friend. 


