
 

 

   August 2016 

CONNECTIONS 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square 

As Pastor Dan deals with chemotherapy and associ-

ated hospital stays, we are running a post from his blog, 

www.danielnicewonger.com, that he has been updating 

throughout this journey. 

 

The past few weeks have not been easy 

ones for our country.   

We have watched the latest incidents 

where African American men have lost their 

lives while interacting with police officers. 

Peaceful protests have turned anything but 

peaceful as tensions overflowed and people 

reacted in less than productive ways.  

In Dallas we saw evil rear its head as 

violence and death was unleashed 

upon a peaceful protest and the po-

lice. Reports from around the 

world have shown multiple attacks 

upon peaceful people simply going about their 

everyday lives.  

Terror was unleashed upon many as a few have 

chosen to react violently to what they saw as 

injustices within our world.  We have seen an 

entire country turned upside down as a few 

sought to overturn the government. 

It would be easy to look at recent world events 

and become depressed about the future of our 

country and world.   

Taylor Made 

Index 
VBS                             2-3 

Church news                  6 

J.A.M.           7 

Worship stories           8-9 

One Great Hour           12 

August birthdays          13 

August calendar         14 

Fellowship luncheons    16 

One Great Hour of Sharing begins Aug. 28 

CONTINUED on Page 4 

Multi generational 

racism is more than 

a feeling. It took 

generations to work 

its way into our 

very blood. And it 

will not go away 

with an election or 

a protest or a new 

law.  

Pastor Dan wrote about Family 

Fun Day in his blog at 

www.danielnicewonger.com. It 

is reprinted here. 

 

July 30th was Family Fun 

Day at First Baptist Church of 

Kennett Square.   

Plans had been made, pub-

licity was sent to the public, 

church family, VBS partici-

pants and JAM daycare fami-

lies.  

Food had been purchased.  

We had arranged for a mini zoo 

complete with pony and horse 

rides.  Our praise team 

was set up and ready 

to play.  The bounce 

house was all set and 

ready to go.   

Everything was in 

place for a great day of 

Rain can’t dampen Family Fun Day 

CONTINUED on Page 10 
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Vacation Bible School 

At left, kids are blindfolded as 
part of the Cave Quest games. 
Above, Vacation Bible School 
brings friends together. 

At left, teamwork was a big part of VBS. 
Below, Jane Mellinger helps prepare 
snacks for the Cavern Café. 

At right, water 
games were 

part of the fun 
during VBS at 

First Baptist 
Church. 

 

 

 

 

Photos by  
Cassandra  
McDonald 
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Pastor Dan, above, at VBS.  
Below, a young boy enjoys wa-
ter fun. 

Above, Martha Dunn was one of the many 
volunteers who helped to make this year’s 
VBS a success. At right, some of the partici-
pants pause for a photo between stations. 

Above, kids join in singing the songs that opened 
every night of VBS. At right, Linda Smith presents 
a check for Good Neighbors. Below, Team 4 en-
joys snacks at the Cavern Café. 



 

 

In the midst of all this chaos and upheaval, people are 

seeking answers.  For some the answers begin to come as 

they write, as they share the reality and totality of their 

experience.  

A good friend of mine, Taylor Albright, has been 

sharing some of his thoughts via Facebook, and I have 

found them helpful and challenging.  

Taylor is an Episcopal priest who is also a very gifted 

musician and has a sharp mind and great sense of humor.   

I asked him if I could share some of his thoughts off 

of Facebook.  He graciously agreed.   

We both struggle with whether or not Facebook is the 

appropriate place to have conversations like this…but the 

conversation has to start somewhere if we are ever to see 

renewal and transformation.   

Taylor, thank you for your piece in starting the con-

versation…may it continue until “Thy Kingdom Come!” 

 

“My perspective on the issues con-

fronting our country has been shaped by 

two streams. One seems controversial, 

perhaps irrelevant or ‘other worldly’ to 

some. I see the world through the narra-

tive of God revealed most clearly in Jesus.  

Which means Life has hope, and there 

is a commitment that goes all the way to 

death in the name of love for anoher.  

My other source is the city where I 

grew up, Baltimore. Once a place where 

two cultures merged – an old Southern 

one that one side of my family claimed 

vigorously, and a faster, more Northern 

culture.  

Here are some facts about Baltimore 

that seem to reflect the reality of some ur-

ban centers in our country. ‘Less than 60 

percent of Baltimore’s high school stu-

dents graduate, the worst mark in the state 

— by far.’ ‘Black infants in Baltimore are 

almost nine times more likely to die before 

age 1 than white infants. AIDS cases are 

nearly five times more common in the Af-

rican-American community. 

‘Baltimore’s infant mortality is on 

par with Moldova and Belize’ … Ironic 

since the Johns Hopkins Medical Center is 

considered the best in the world. 

More irony: In Baltimore City, the 

communities of Roland Park (where I 

spent two glorious years in school), Guil-

ford and Homeland are some of the most 

desired in terms of ‘old money’ wealth. 

Six miles across town, the life expectancy 

is 20 years lower.  

Baltimore’s issues of race are long 

standing. And they have been reinforced 

by decisions to make sure blacks and 

whites would not live in the same areas. In 

1910, Baltimore enacted a segregation 

ordinance. In the 1930’s, decisions were 

made concerning federal funds to only 

allow Blacks to live in specific areas of 

Baltimore.  

That rationale was used again in the 

post WWII expansion, where loans were 

made available for whites in a variety of 

areas, but for Blacks, loans only applied 

in approved areas. If you love going to 

games at Camden yards, and having a 

nice dinner in the Inner Harbor, you 

might want to know that when Baltimore 

began removing low income housing to 

make way for the Inner Harbor and simi-

lar projects (especially between 1951 and 

1971), 25,000 Black families were dis-

placed. And they didn’t move out to Coun-

ty either.  

One of the misunderstandings some 

people hold, and there are many by every 

possible constituency, is that we are all on 

the same level playing field.  

CONTINUED on Page 5 
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Seeking answers through writing 



 

 

Actually, that isn’t 

true. Multi generational 

racism is more than a 

feeling. It took genera-

tions to work its way into 

our very blood. And it will 

not go away with an elec-

tion or a protest or a new 

law.  

But as long as we hold fast to all of 

the old ways of thinking, and the ridicu-

lously limited version we are receiving 

from our political leaders, we are 

doomed to continue in this deepening 

conflict of inequality, blame and escalat-

ing violence. It will require something 

greater than us working in us. It took 

God giving up a son to reconcile us to 

himself. Reconciliation will cost each of 

us something. And winning arguments 

and defending positions long held will not 

pay the price.” 

 

As we were conversing back and forth he lamented 

the lack of depth regarding conversations around our big-

gest issues… 

 

“The conversations are often shallow, and 

polarizing. Either or. Either you support law en-

forcement or you support black Americans. 

When did that happen? I grew up in Baltimore 

and, for some reason, perhaps a need to redis-

cover or redefine myself, I find myself reading 

the Baltimore newspaper, and researching things 

about Baltimore that I never knew.  

And the history of very intentional institution-

al racism, specifically around housing, explained 

a lot of the city I remember. The areas where 

there was violence last summer are the same are-

as that always burn, as they did in ’68. I played 

basketball in those areas, but otherwise avoided 

them. Like most sane white people. And mobile 

black people. How are these areas where carry-

ing a gun is almost mandatory, ever be healed? 

Can they ever become areas where a Mom can 

ask her child, “What would you like to be when 

you grow up?” and actually picture her child 

growing up? And having a choice?  

In Baltimore, it isn’t about fear of violence 

everywhere. Everyone knows you can go to all 

kinds of places in and around the city at any 

hour. But that there are three areas no one goes 

to unless they are looking for trouble or already 

in trouble or have no choice but to live there. 

Was Galilee as intense in first century occupa-

tion, with the return of refuges and the increas-

ing number of non Jews? Where a person from 

Jerusalem could spot you a mile off, even just by 

your accent? What does our Christianity mean if 

we are able to write off these neighborhoods or 

reduce the issue to criminals with guns and cops 

with guns?  

Well, it just bothers me deeply. And I see most 

of ‘church’ around here meaning that God is on 

our side and will help us reduce our anxiety and 

see our kids excel at soccer and school and live 

very pretty lives.” 

 

Pastor Dan 

CONTINUED from Page 4 
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Leave old 
thinking behind 
to move ahead 
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Jessica Venuto and 

George Plumley officially 

joined the membership of 

First Baptist Church of  

Kennett Square on July 3. 

Venuto, left, and Plum-

ley, right, completed mem-

bership classes with Pastor 

Dan. 

Jessica has long been 

involved with the church, 

handling FBC’s Facebook 

account, among other things. 

George, the grandson of 

Bill and Barbara Miller, has 

served as worship leader in 

the past.  

He was baptized in June. 

As part of the member-

ship class, Venuto and Plumley dis-

cussed their church experiences, ex-

amined life in and the purpose of the 

church, shared their thoughts on top-

ics like ineffective spiritual leader-

ship, the consumer mentality, and rug-

ged individualism as they relate, and 

learned about First Baptist. 

Junior church to return in September 
Sunday, Sept. 

11 will feature the 

return of Junior 

Church during the 

weekly worship ser-

vice. It’s for ages 4 

through fourth grade. 

“It gives them 

lessons on their lev-

el,” said Barbara 

Miller, one of the 

Junior Church teachers. 

September’s theme will be the Book 

of Ruth and will include Bible lessons, stories, and activities. 

For more information on Junior Church, contact Miller, 

Donna Jo Poole or Rachel Wells. 

First Baptist welcomes two newest members in July 

Sept. 11 

Overdose awareness vigil set 
Kacie’s Cause will hold 

a candlelight vigil at First 

Baptist Church on Wednes-

day, Aug. 31 from 7:30 to 

8:30 p.m. 

Kacie’s Cause is dedi-

cated to raising awareness 

of heroin use and to supporting friends and family 

of those who use the drug. It meets weekly at 

FBC. 

This vigil will mark International Overdose 

Awareness Day, which “aims to raise awareness 

of overdose and reduce the stigma of a drug-

related death,” according to the IOAD Web site. 

For more information, send an e-mail to 

Andy.KaciesCause@gmail.com. 
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On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com  
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare 

J.A.M. Daycare takes students on Cave Quest 
J.A.M. Christian 

Daycare brought Vacation 

Bible School to its stu-

dents during the last week 

of July. 

For five days, the 

J.A.M. staff led the day-

care and preschool stu-

dents through the various 

stations.  

At right, Director 

Nancy Nicewonger reads 

a story in the infant room. 

Below left, students enjoy 

snacks in the Cavern Ca-

fé. Below right, the clas-

ses listen in church about 

following Jesus’ light. 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of J.A.M.  
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By Marcia Burton 

 

When I was in Russia in 1997, my first trip, it was the 

middle of winter. Our group was going to worship on 

Sunday with a group of Russian Christians. They had no 

church building so we met in a classroom of a local school 

around Moscow.  

The service was conducted in Russian and English. 

We mixed up where we sat so we could worship with 

someone who spoke a different language.  

The most powerful part of worship was when we cel-

ebrated Communion together. The bread was freshly 

baked and broken to share. There was one cup of wine.  

We all shared the cup, and the most amazing part was 

that flu was hitting many 

groups and sharing a cup may 

not have been wise. However, 

there was something so mov-

ing and sacred about it that no one seemed to even think 

about it.  

Our church had been praying for a healthy trip for us 

and we had faith God was watching over us too. It was a 

very spiritual and moving experience as we shared the 

Lord's supper with the Russian people.  

I don't think I will ever forget that 

day as we felt the spirit move within 

that group.  

Language didn't matter as each of 

us shared bread and wine in commun-

ion with each other. 

 

 

 

Photos by Marcia Burton 

At top, interpreter Ivan and Marcia in 

front of St. Basil’s Cathedral in Red 

Square. At right, children in a 

school/orphanage gather. 

Sharing Communion half a world away 

MY WORSHIP 
STORY 
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By Sharon Chambers 

 

One time of special worship that sticks in my mind 

was last September, when I was in the hospital. 

I had been going through a tough time with my 

health, and I was hoping to go home. Somehow God had 

given me peace and a reason to write a poem of praise. 

A lady named Varney came in to clean my room. I 

asked her if she would like to read it. She asked if I could 

read it to her as she couldn’t read very well.  

My poem seemed to touch her. She said it was just 

what she needed. 

I read her two similar poems 

I had written, and she wanted 

copies to share with her fami-

ly and friends.  

She then said, “I have a story to tell.” 

She said she had come to the United States from Af-

rica with her husband, mother and children to escape the 

killing in her country. They would take women and cut 

the babies out of their stomachs. 

After a few years here and after having her sixth 

child, her husband died. At his funeral, her mother stood 

up to read the Scriptures, sat down, and fell over dead. 

With no job, no support, and six small children, she 

could do nothing but trust her God. 

She got a job at Chester County Hospital and had to 

leave her two smallest children alone while she drove 

from Philadelphia to West Chester to work.  

She prayed every day for safety on the road and for 

her children. 

God heard her prayers. 

Her youngest is now a teenager; her oldest just gradu-

ated from college; and she had just paid off her mortgage. 

I stood in awe of her witness, her faith, and her cour-

age. We stood there for a minute and just hugged.  

She said she couldn’t wait to tell her daughter that she 

had been to church.  

Her daughter would say, “Mom, how did you go to 

church? You were at work.” She looked at me and said, 

“We had church!” 

God says in his Word that where two or more are 

gathered in His name that He is in the midst of them. Yes, 

indeed, he was! Our souls had touched, and we had both 

been blessed. 

She left with a smile and copies of my poems, anx-

ious to share. I left with her story, anxious to share. This 

had truly been a special worship service! 

If you have a special worship experience, we 

would love to hear about it so we can share it with 

the church family.  

Each one of us has these special moments 

when we experience the power and presence of 

God at work in our lives. It’s part of being a com-

munity, sharing those moments so we can learn 

from each other and grow in our faith. 

To share your worship experience, please con-

tact Monica Fragale at 610-444-5320 or 

fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net. 

What’s your  
worship story? 

Finding church where 
you least expect it 

MY WORSHIP 
STORY 
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Family Fun…and then it rained…and then it poured.   

When I say it poured, I mean it turned the parking lot 

into a river, and the street below looked like a raging river.   

What was amazing to watch was that nobody com-

plained.  

People adjusted plans and went about having a great 

time in a slightly different way.   

At one point I was giving some of the children rides up 

and down the sanctuary aisle on a hand truck.   

Listening to the laughter and looking at the smiles you 

would have thought they were in the bounce house or riding 

a pony across the church 

lawn. 

The weather may not have 

been what any of us would 

have chosen if something 

like the weather was within 

our control…but we had a 

great day. 

God is Good All the 

Time…All the Time God is 

Good 

 

Pastor Dan 

Petting zoo, pony rides at Fun Day 

CONTINUED from Page 1 
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Photos by Jennifer Allaband 
and Cassandra McDonald 
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MISSIONS 

On Sunday, Aug. 28, we will 

be taking our second American 

Baptist Church offering through 

One Great Hour of Sharing. 

This year the funds collected 

by the American Baptist World 

Relief Office will help refugees. 

The theme is “Where You Go I 

Will Go” from Ruth 1:16. 

“We as followers 

of Christ have 

the opportunity 

to walk in solidarity with persons 

who have been displaced by vio-

lence, war, famine, and natural 

disasters all over the world,” ac-

cording to an information sheet from One Great Hour. 

“We can choose to fully commit to our sisters and broth-

ers who do not have a safe place to lay their head at night, 

to accompany them in prayer and through giving gener-

ously to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering that sup-

ports them.” 

Funds collected will help refugees and displaced per-

sons in the United States and around the world, due to 

floods, earthquakes, drought, civil wars, and more. 

Please use the offering envelope in this newsletter 

and the take-home coin boxes to contribute to the One 

Great Hour of Sharing offering. 

Thank you for your support. 

The Mission Team 

August features One Great Hour offering 

Aug. 28 

Dear friends at First Baptist Church of Kennett Square, 

Thank you so much for participating in the 

Give|Serve|Restore (GSR) initiative that the Constellation 

Network conducted earlier this year.  

We were thrilled to have been selected as a recipient 

of funds raised through GSR and are so appreciative of 

your support. 

We are very appreciative of the recent diaper drive 

that you held for us! Your efforts restocked our shelves 

and will allow us to provide a package of diapers to each 

young mom who attends our monthly club meetings. 

At YoungMoms we seek to equip and empower teen 

moms to reach their potential as women and mothers. We 

are currently working with 38 young women from South-

ern Chester County, helping them set goals for their fu-

ture, connecting them with resources in the community 

and pairing them with a caring adult mentor. 

Funding received through G|S|R is allowing us to 

expand the YoungMoms ministry throughout Southern 

Chester County and to develop our Young Dads initia-

tive. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Merener 

      Executive director, Young Moms 

YoungMoms thanks FBC for support 
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  Betty Gordon    Aug. 3 

  April Allaband    Aug. 23 

  Donna Bogle    Aug. 23 

  Lou Ann Nask    Aug. 23 

  Marcia Burton    Aug. 24 

  Barbara McDonald   Aug. 24 

  Margaret Miles    Aug. 25 

 
 

If  your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale. 

Join us in celebrating these August birthdays 

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       

August 2016 

Recurring meetings 

AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Mon-
day-Saturday 

AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-
Thursday 

 

Al-Anon 8-9 p.m. Wednesdays 

 

 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 MH 6-8:30pm Sanct; 
8:30-10 FH 

Communion & 
Deacon offering 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct. 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

Al-Anon 8-
9pm  

 

 Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
12:30-8pm FH 

 
Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

 
Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Senior 
lunch at noon 

 

Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

 

 AA District 56 
meeting 7-9:30 
pm FH 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

 

 

Candlelight vigil 
for Kacie’s 
Cause, 7:30-
8:30pm, outside 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  
  ChesCo 

Pennscypace 
Bid Commit-
tee meeting 
1-4 pm FH 

 

 

 Monte 
Horeb 6-8 pm 
FH 

 
Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 
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First Baptist is handicapped accessible    

First Baptist Church 

415 W. State St. 

Kennett Square, PA 19348 

FAX: 610-444-0480 

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger 

WEB SITE: 

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org 

W ORSHIP  S ERV ICE :  

11  A . M .  

S UNDAY  S CHOO L  F OR   

AL L  AGE S :  9 :45  A . M .  

B I B LE  S TUDY  T UES :  1 :30  P . M .  

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED :  7  P . M .  

Y OUTH  G R OUP  W ED :  7  P . M .  

J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

610-444-1795 

Nancy Nicewonger,  

Director  

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which  
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks  
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.  

at 610-444-1795. 

.Ever joined us for a fellowship luncheon? They are held the second Sunday of each month following the wor-
ship service. Attendees are encouraged to bring a dish to share.  The next luncheon will be held in October. 

Sept. 11 Mushroom Festival; no luncheon 

Oct. 9  Host: Youth Group 

Nov. 13 Host: K-5 Sunday School Class 

Dec. 11          Christmas luncheon 

Jan. 8            Host: Barbara Miller’s Sunday School 
   class 

Feb. 12          Annual meeting part II 

             Host: J.A.M. Daycare 

March 12      Host: George Fresolone’s Sunday  
   School class 

April 9 Palm Sunday — Pancake breakfast  
   during Sunday School hour — 
   fundraiser for and hosted by the 
   softball and basketball teams 

May 14 Mother’s Day; no luncheon 

June 11 Open 

Fellowship luncheons set for 2016-2017 


