
 

 

   May 2016 

CONNECTIONS 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square 

With Pastor Dan recovering from 

pneumonia and a recent hospital stay, 

we are running an article from his 

blog, www.danielnicewonger.com, in 

place of his regular column. 

 

On April 28th there was a memo-

rial service for Tim Corum at First 

Baptist Church.   

It was one of the most meaning-

ful and difficult services I have ever 

been a part of.   

I began by acknowledging two 

truths that were a reality in the room 

that night.   

Truth #1: The church was filled 

with people asking why, searching for 

answers that would most likely never 

come.   

Many of us had spent the last few 

days saying “If on-

ly…”.   

If only I had 

reached out to Tim, if 

only I had tried to 

help him more.  The 

reality is that there 

are rarely answers to 

these type of ques-

tions…the truth is life 

is often diffi-

cult and hard.   

We all rec-

ognize and un-

derstand the truth that there are sea-

sons of life which are simp-

ly painful.   

Nowhere in scripture 

does God promise even the 

most faithful or spiritual of 

us an easy, pain free 

life…there will be seasons 

where we are left asking 

these difficult questions.   

Navigating the seasons of life 
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Ultimately it is the 

Spirit of God who 

goes beside, behind 

and before us and 

will offer His peace 

which passes all  

understanding. 

Softball  
strategy 

Two of First Baptist’s 
softball players strategize 

during a recent game. 

 

The team plays different 
churches twice a week. 

 

For a full schedule and 
more pictures,  

see pages 6 and 7. 

 

 
 

Photo by Cassandra 
McDonald 
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The sermon series exploring the Beatitudes continues 

this month, as look at Jesus’ teaching in his sermon on the 

mount.   

Jesus begins his sermon with these declarations of 

blessedness and reveals how we can move past mere hap-

piness to a much deeper spiritual joy that leads to transfor-

mation, renewal, and “life to the full.” 

The Sunday, May 1 service will focus on mercy. 

Jesus’ life teaches us how to live mercy as we watch him 

demonstrate mercy to those who deserve judgement.   

As people who have received mercy we are called to 

extend mercy to our world.  Why is it that so often the 

church, which celebrates and proclaims the great mercy of 

God, has trouble extending mercy to people in this world?  

The sermon title is “If you want mercy …” and the 

scripture will be Matthew 5:7. It is also Communion Sun-

day. 

The Sunday, May 8 service — Mother’s Day — will 

look at the blessings of the pure in heart. To be “pure in 

heart” requires living with a sole focus on the person of 

God and the work of the Kingdom.  Jesus calls us to be 

focused, not distracted, “pure” in our goals of seeing the 

Kingdom grow. The scripture is Matthew 5:8. 

The Sunday, May 15 service will focus on the 

blessings of the peacemakers.  Peace maker…peace keep-

er, is there a difference?  Peace makers look for ways to 

move and speak peace into their world.  Peace makers will 

experience conflict…yet they will enter into it, speaking 

boldly the Kingdom values and goals helping people grow 

into mature followers of Jesus.  The scripture is Matthew 

5:9, and the sermon title is “Maker vs. Keeper.” 

Sunday, May 22 is Pentecost and also Youth Sun-

day, where the youth will lead the service. Baptisms will 

also be performed. 

On Sunday, May 29, we enter Memorial Day week-

end with the final segment in the Beatitudes sermon series 

–- looking at the persecuted. Jesus spends more time talk-

ing about persecution than anything else. He tells us to 

expect it, even rejoice in it, when we are being persecuted 

because of Him. 

What does persecution look like in this day and age? 

Sometimes what feels like persecution is just a result of 

our poor ability to live as “salt and light” in the world 

around us. We will look at Matthew 5:12, and the scrip-

ture — “You call this blessed?” will discuss the percep-

tion of persecution. 

Focusing on mercy, peace makers, and more 

Join in the Relay for Life 
Sign up now to participate in or support First Bap-

tist’s participation in the annual Kennett Unionville Relay 

for Life. The Prayers for the Journey team will again raise 

money for the American Cancer Society and provide a 

prayer tent for Relay participants and others who wish us 

to keep them in our prayers. The Relay for Life runs from 

6 p.m. June 3 to 8 a.m. June 4 at the Unionville High 

School track. 
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Truth #2: In the midst of these most difficult times 

God does promise to always walk with us.  While scrip-

ture never promise an easy life it 

is filled with promises of God’s 

presence in the midst of turmoil. 

  

“I will never leave you nor 

forsake you.”  “My peace I give 

you…a peace that passes all un-

derstanding.”  Scriptures are 

filled with passages that talk of 

the Spirit of God walking beside, 

behind, before us as we journey 

through life. 

We then lit a candle recognizing that we were not 

gathered alone, the Spirit of God was there with us…to 

guide us in our time of mourning as we celebrated Tim’s 

life.  It was a special night. 

As the service came to a close I felt a twinge in my 

shoulder and it felt like I had pulled a muscle.  It had been 

a stressful week.  One of my friends joked, “Nancy needs 

to give you a shoulder massage tonight.” 

Friday morning I awoke with pain all down my right 

side and it was hard to take a deep breath.  Again, the pre-

vious week had been busy…it was time to relax and let 

my body heal.   

As the day progressed the pain worsened.  During the 

day Nancy and I went to the drugstore and I purchased a 

new heating pad in hopes of helping make things better. 

Later in the day I started having trouble breathing.  I could 

not get a full breath of air.   

The pain in my shoulder started to move down my 

right side.  It felt like the pain you get when you cough too 

much and pull a muscle in your chest. 

Friday night was Rayann’s prom and I watched Nan-

cy take her and a few friends off for a great evening. 

 [Rayann looked absolutely beautiful…almost to good to 

let out of the house]  By the time the party was over at 3 

a.m. on Saturday it was clear I was not getting any better 

and it was time to head to the ER. 

Saturday morning was a lot of tests…more 

tests…more tests…more tests…more tests, you get the 

idea.  Eventually they chose to give me a room and we 

started a whole new group of tests…more tests…more 

tests, on and on.   

I do want to say that the staff on 2 

West at the Chester County Hospi-

tal was amazing.  It is odd how you 

go in a patient and leave with peo-

ple you can call friend. 

Tuesday afternoon Nancy and I 

met with one of the doctors who 

told us that I have Colon Cancer 

which has spread into my Liver.  It 

was not the news we were wanting 

to hear…but something we had talked about earlier the 

longer the testing went on. 

On May 4 I was released from the hospital.  We 

stopped by the church on the way home to take care of a 

few things which needed done.  [Yes, I am taking care of 

myself.  part of helping me recover means I will need to 

stay busy…I can not simply sit at home] 

On May 5 I return to the hospital to have a port put in 

which will be where I receive future treatments. 

The following day I am meeting with my oncologist 

so we can make plans and take steps toward starting 

Chemotherapy. Chemotherapy will start shortly and will 

take place every other week. 

Laying in my hospital bed throughout the day and in 

the dark of night my mind would often return to the start 

of Tim Corum’s memorial service.  I reflected long and 

hard on those two truths I shared with the congregation 

that night.  The “Why’s?” spoke loud and hard through the 

night and in the early mornings.   

It was comforting to know that no matter what the 

days, weeks, months & years ahead hold for me and my 

family we will not walk it alone.  We have the support of 

loved ones, both family and friends.   Ultimately it is the 

Spirit of God who goes beside, behind and before us and 

will offer His peace which passes all understanding. 

Pastor Dan 

CONTINUED from Page 1 

Walking with God through uncertain times 



 

 

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com  
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare 

Page 5 Connections 

The teachers at J.A.M. Christian Daycare are taking 

professional development seriously.  

Five teachers attended an Infant/Toddler Conference 

on April 9 in Lancaster. While the target  audience was 

teachers who work in the infant/toddler classrooms, we 

also had preschool teachers attend.  

The classes ranged from learning about dealing with 

change and approaches to discipline to STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math) in the early child-

hood classroom. 

Teachers especially enjoyed the keynote speaker who 

encouraged them to adapt to change. One teacher said she 

learned the “benefits and challenge of change.” Another 

said she planned to use this information to “encourage 

parents I meet that raising children is not a race to learn 

(counting, reading or writing). It’s a small window where 

we have opportunities to encourage an interest in learn-

ing.” 

There are also two teachers currently enrolled in early 

childhood college courses. Several other teachers are 

planning to start this year.  

We are excited to see the new ideas teachers bring to 

our center as they pursue these avenues of education. 

‘Kite Day’ 

Beth Plowmaker, 
center, our STARs 
specialist with the 
Keystone STARs 
program, reads 
“Kite Day” as part 
of Pennsylvania’s 
One Book cele-
bration on April 
21. One Book is a 
statewide literacy 
event. Plowmaker 
also read “Kite 
Day” by Will Hil-
lenbrand to the 
other classrooms 
at J.A.M. 

J.A.M. staff focuses on professional development 
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FBC softball team 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The season has started.  

Help cheer them on! 

Monday, May 2 6:30 p.m. A vs. Oxford Methodist   Oxford AA Field (Old Gold) 

Thursday, May 5 6:30 p.m. H vs. Stillwaters Presbyterian  New Garden Township 

Tuesday, May 10 6:30 p.m. A vs. Encounter    Kirkwood Park 

Thursday, May 12 6:30 p.m. H vs. Oxford Methodist   New Garden Township 

** Sunday, May  15 4:30 p.m. A vs. Stillwaters Presbyterian  New London Academy 

Monday, May 16 6:30 p.m. H vs. Cornerstone (Blue)  New Garden Township 

Thursday, May 19 6:30 p.m. A vs. West Grove Presbyterian  Harmony Park 

Tuesday, May 24 6:30 p.m. H vs. Mount Vernon Christian  New Garden Township 

Thursday, May 26 6:30 p.m. A vs. CLC    New London Christian Life Center 

Tuesday, May 31 6:30 p.m. H ;vs. CLC    New Garden Township 

Monday, June 6 6:30 p.m. H vs. Nottingham Baptist  New Garden Township 

Tuesday, June 14 8:30 p.m. A vs. Mount Vernon Christian  Oxford AA Field (Butch Dean) 

Thursday, June 16 6:30 p.m. H vs. Encounter    New Garden Township 

Tuesday, June 21 6:30 p.m. H vs. West Grove Presbyterian  New Garden Township 

Monday, June 27 6:30 p.m. H vs. The Grove    New Garden Township 

Tuesday, June 28 6:30 p.m. A vs. Nottingham Baptist  Nottingham Baptist Church 
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Fellowship meets softball 

The softball teams and congregations 

at First Baptist Church and Stillwaters 

Presbyterian Church will come together 

May 15 at 4:30 p.m. for a joint fellowship 

event. 

The teams will play each other, and 

congregants can enjoy food and fellowship 

at New London Academy.  

“It’s a way for the two churches to 

fellowship together and get to know each 

other,” said Tim McDonald, one of the 

organizers. 

Photos by Cassandra McDonald 

Connections 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

May 2016 

Recurring meetings 

AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday 
 

Al-Anon 8-9 p.m. Wednesdays 

PENTECOST 

 Sunday School 
9:45 am 

 Worship 11 am 

 Softball event 4:30pm 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

Communion & 
Deacon offering 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Event 1-4 FH 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

 
YOUTH SUNDAY 

 BAPTISMS 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

 

 Love Gift Offer-
ing 

 Sunday School 
All ages 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct 

Youth 7-                        
 8:30 pm 

Worship 7pm 

Call to Wor-
ship/Prayer 7pm 

Bridging event 
6:30-9pm FH 

Al-Anon 8-9pm  

ABW 
1:30 pm 

 Youth 
Group 7-
8:30  

 PRC 6:30 
 

l-Anon 8-9pm  

 Youth 
Group 7-
8:30  

Al-Anon 8-
9pm  

 

 Prop-
erty Team 7 
pm 

Softball at 
home 6:30pm 
Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Quiet  
Waters 7pm 

 Softball 
away at 6:30 
Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Senior event 
noon 

Softball at N. 
London CLC 
6:30pm 

 

Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

Staff mtg 
10-11 

 Tues Bible Study 
1:30pm 

 Softball at Kirk-
wood 6:30pm 

POs DUE TODAY 

 Staff mtg 10-11 

 Tues Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

 Softball at 
home 6:30 pm 

POs DUE  
TODAY 

 Staff mtg 10-11 

 Tues Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

 Softball home 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

  Youth Group 
7-8:30 

 

Al-Anon 8-9 pm 

Staff mtg 10-11 

 Tues Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

 

 

  Tables in 
FH  
unavailable 

  Monte 
Horeb — 6-
8:30pm FH 

Staff mtg 
10-11 

 Tues Bible 
Study 1:30pm 

 J.A.M. staff 
mtg 6 pm 

 Softball at Ox-
ford 6:30 p.m. 

  Softball 
home at 6:30 
p.m. 

  Deacons 
/Elders 7pm 

MEMORIAL 
DAY 

Day care closed 

MOTHER’S DAY 

 Sunday School 9:45 

 Worship 11 am 

 Monte Horeb  
6-8:30pm Sanct/ FH 
afterward 

 

 Softball at 
home 6:30pm 

 MH FH 6-
8pm 

Kacie’s 
Cause, Conf. 
7-9pm 

  Men’s 
breakfast 8am 
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Lois Foster    May 2 

Deisy Rose    May 3 

Jonathan McDonald  May 7 

David Freeman   May 12 

Harry Nask    May 15 

Melissa Nicastro   May 27 

Cathy Hostetler   May 29 

 

 

If  your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale. 

Join us in celebrating these May birthdays 

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net 
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Baptism 

On Sunday, May 22, we are having a baptism service.  

If you are interested in being baptized, please talk with Pastor Dan. 

MISSIONS 

Spring gathering 

American Baptist 

Women’s Ministries Cen-

tral Union Association will 

hold its spring gathering on 

May 14 at the Baptist 

Church of West Chester.  

Registration begins at 

9:30 a.m., with the program 

at 10 a.m. A luncheon will 

follow. 

There is a suggested 

donation of $6.  

The event features The 

Dogs at Faulkner Swamp. 

Bring bandages, health, 

baby and school kits to the 

church for transportation to 

Church World Services. 

RSVP by May 9.  

Contact 610-696-7466 

or send an e-mail to secre-

tary@bcwc.org.  

Men and women are 

welcome. 

Kim Brown is one of the missionar-

ies we support through International 

Ministries. She is stationed in Thailand. 

Below is her latest update posted on the 

International Ministries’ website 

(www.internationalministries.org) 

 

March was a special time as 15 

friends from the Hope for the Hilltribes 

project in the United States came to fa-

cilitate a camp for our House of Love 

(HOL) and CDPD students and staff..   

With 81 people involved (including 

five students who were blind and five 

students who were deaf), there was a lot 

of planning involved — but the eight 

days were wonderful!   

We also had lots of laughter 

throughout our time together. The camp 

opened up new avenues of relating with 

some of our HOL family, as we have 

been continuing to meet as a cell group 

and share about what we are learning 

from our self-study of the Bible.  

 I have loved having our students 

share from such diverse passages from 

both the New and Old Testa-

ments.  Fellowship is indeed sweet! 

 

Praises 

Nine House of Love 

(HOL) students have graduated. I praise 

God as they get ready to pursue the next 

stage of their educational goals. 

 The Christian Center for the De-

velopment of Persons with Disabili-

ties (CDPD) had the distinction of be-

ing the first runner-up in a prestigious 

contest for NGOs(Non-Government Of-

fices) in Thailand.  I am so proud of 

Khun Saylo and all of the staff who 

serve so faithfully! 

 

Prayer Requests 

Our House of Love 

(HOL) students are on school break!  I 

am thankful for the opportunity they 

have to be off of school, but it presents 

special challenges for our staff as they 

schedule times for our HOL family to be 

with relatives, and also schedule special 

activities. Please pray for our staff!  

 Please also be praying for the 

coming school year for 

our HOL students, especially for  our  

graduates who will be starting new pro-

grams at new schools.  Pray for godly 

friends as well as for the adjustments 

that go along with change. 

 The Christian Center for the De-

velopment of Persons with Disabili-

ties (CDPD)students on school break 

as well, but staff continue to be active 

with clients who have special 

needs.  Please pray for staff to not grow 

weary in doing good. 

Kim Brown 

Camp benefits House of Love in Thailand 



 

 

 

First Baptist is handicapped accessible    

First Baptist Church 

415 W. State St. 

Kennett Square, PA 19348 

FAX: 610-444-0480 

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger 

WEB SITE: 

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org 

W ORSHIP  S ERV ICE :  

11  A . M .  

S UNDAY  S CHOO L  F OR   

AL L  AGE S :  9 :45  A . M .  

B I B LE  S TUDY  T UES :  1 :30  P . M .  

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED :  7  P . M .  

Y OUTH  G R OUP  W ED :  7  P . M .  

J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

610-444-1795 

Nancy Nicewonger,  

Director  

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which  
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks  
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.  

at 610-444-1795. 

Passages 

Timothy F. Corum, Jr., age 46, of Kennett 

Square, PA, died Saturday April 23, 2016 at his home 

in Kennett Square. 

Born in West Chester, PA, he was a son of Timo-

thy F. and Marsha (Davis) Corum Sr. 

Tim was a landscaper working for Maozzani’s 

Landscaping. In recent years he was also a custodian 

at the First Baptist Church of Kennett Square. Other 

jobs during his lifetime included working for many 

local family estates including the Hannums, the Con-

ways and Wintersteins stables.  

He was also a driver for Allied Truck company 

for some time. 

He enjoyed hunting and fishing with his boys. He 

always tried his best to guide them in a good direc-

tion. People knew Tim was a great man and a loving 

father. He was an active participant in the First Bap-

tist Church of Kennett Square. 

He always gave his full effort in all he did. He 

was a good man and will be highly missed by every-

one. Survivors include, in addition to his parents, his 

wife Stephanie Corum; three sons, Timothy Corum 

III, Cody Corum, and Dylon Corum; one brother, 

Matthew Corum and many aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Contributions in Tim’s memory may be made to 

the First Baptist Church at the aforementioned ad-

dress.  




