
 

 

March 2017 

CONNECTIONS 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square 

The invitation arrives in the mail.  There is going to 

be a party!  There is going to be a party, and YOU ARE 

INVITED.   

The invitation gets put up on the refrigerator.  It is 

there to serve as a reminder, nobody wants to forget a 

good party.  It serves as a reminder and to help you think 

about what must be done to get ready for the celebration.  

Food must be prepared.  A gift has to be purchased.  You 

have to figure out what clothes will be worn.  Who will 

you invite as your guest?  The closer it gets to the party 

the more the excitement builds.  This is going to be spe-

cial.  The day finally arrives and you are prepared, pre-

pared to celebrate.   

Lent is a lot like that invitation which arrives in the 

mail telling you there is a party coming.  Ash Wednesday 

marks the beginning of a time of preparation for our East-

er celebration.  For 40 days we reflect upon our humanity, 

our need for God, our need for a Savior and then Easter 

week arrives. 

Palm Sunday begins with a joyous celebration as  

Jesus enters Jerusalem.  Children 

dance around the sanctuary hold-

ing palms, much like the people 

danced before Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem.   

Good Friday causes us to be still and to reflect upon 

the sacrifice of our Savior.  We are reminded of what Je-

sus endured so that we may be free.  Suffering, shame, 

humiliation all for me, for us.   

Easter morning, the celebration erupts!  What was 

meant for evil has been transformed into good.   

Redemption, transformation, renewal, new life is found 

within an empty tomb.  The empty tomb transforms what 

was sad and gloomy into the greatest celebration of all 

times. 

To fully understand, to truly experience the depth of 

Easter celebration, we must walk the days before. I en-

courage you to spend time this Lenten season preparing 

for your Easter celebration. 

Pastor Dan 

Preparing for Easter 
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First Baptist joins Instagram 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square is growing its social media 

reach with the addition of an Instagram page. 

Already on Facebook and streaming services on YouTube, the 

church now can post pictures on Instagram — a photo-, video– and 

message-sharing Website.  

Recent pictures capture the fun at February’s Wacky Wednesday 

Worship, where participants turned others into toilet-paper mummies. 

To follow the church on Instagram, go to 

www.instagram.com/fbc_kennettsq/ 
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Lenten sermons to focus on “Encounters with Jesus” 

Annual Easter egg hunt, event set 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square’s annual Easter 

egg hunt and program for toddlers through fifth-graders will 

be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Learn about Jesus’ last days on Earth 

and celebrate his resurrection. Lunch 

will be available.   

Register by calling 610-444-5320, e-mailing 

fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net, or  through Facebook at /first-

baptistchurchks 

The Gospels share stories of people who encountered 

Jesus in the midst of their everyday lives.  Life was inter-

rupted as the Son of God spoke life, healing, correction 

and transformation into their lives.   

During the Lenten season we will explore some of 

those encounters with Jesus.   

We will ask what Jesus was teaching the people he 

met and what lessons those encounters hold 

for us today.   

Above all we will explore how it is 

that we may encounter God in the midst of 

our everyday lives. 

“AT THE CROSSROADS” 

“Lent is the perfect season to consider 

the critical crossroads of life – losses, tran-

sitions, choices, uncertainties and disap-

pointments – those times when faith and 

life intersect.”  The “At the Crossroads” daily devotional 

book will be made available and we encourage you take 

one and use to guide your devotional life during the Len-

ten season. 

“AT THE CROSSROADS” – SMALL GROUP 

Nancy Nicewonger will be leading a small group  

discussion of the readings found within “At the 

Crossroads.” 

Nancy will guide the group in a time of 

sharing and  

discussion around the readings for the week.  

All are welcome and encouraged to attend.   

This group will meet at 1 p.m. March 6, 13, 

20, 27; April 3, 10.   

All meetings will be in the conference room 

of the Christian Education building. 

Join us Saturday, April 8 for 

Road to Easter 

April 8 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 



 

 

Worship services during Lenten / Easter season 
 

Wednesday, March 1 ………..Ash Wednesday,  7 p.m. service 

Sunday, March 5 ……………1st Sunday of Lent.  Scripture: Mark 2: 1-12 

Wednesday, March 8 ……….Call to Worship, 7 p.m. praise, prayer & worship 

Sunday, March 12 ……………2nd Sunday of Lent. Guest  preacher: Christopher Wells. Scripture: Matthew 12: 9-14 

Wednesday, March 15 ……….Wacky Wednesday Worship,  6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 19 …………..3rd Sunday of Lent. Scripture: Mark 10: 17-27 

Wednesday, March 22 ………Quiet Waters: contemplative worship, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, March 26 ……………4th Sunday of Lent. Guest preacher: Nancy Nicewonger. Scripture: Matthew 21: 12-17 

Sunday, April 2 ………………5th Sunday of Lent. Guest preacher: George Fresolone. Scripture: John 3: 1-21 

Sunday, April 9 ……………...Palm Sunday. Scripture: Luke 19: 28-40 

Wednesday, April 12 ………..Call to Worship, 7 p.m. praise, prayer & worship   

Friday, April 14 ……………..Good Friday, 7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, Kennett 

Sunday, April 16 …………….Easter Sunday. Scripture: Luke 24: 1-12, 13-35 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
We will mark the start of the Lenten 

Season with a special Ash Wednesday 

Service.  There will be a time of worship 

and meditation focused on preparing our 

hearts and minds for the Lenten Journey.  

Ashes will be available for those who wish to mark 

the beginning of this special season by receiving ashes. 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
On Good Friday we will join with St. Patrick 

Church for a time of worship and prayer.   

Our time will begin at St. Patrick Church as we 

focus on the 

Stations of 

the Cross 

and have a 

brief time of 

community 

worship.   

We will 

then begin a 

prayer walk 

from St. Patrick Church to First Bap-

tist.  We will stop multiple times 

along the way lifting up prayers for 

our churches and community.   

We will end our time together with some worship 

in the Sanctuary.  Be sure to join us for this special 
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March 1 
7 p.m. 

April 14 
7 p.m. 
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First Baptist’s youth group and 

the Kacie’s Cause support group will 

hold a used clothing drive during 

Lent to support the University of 

Pennsylvania Center for Studies of 

Addiction (CSA). 

The drive will run from March 9 

to April 16. Donations should be 

dropped off at FBC’s Welcome Cen-

ter in well-tied plastic garbage bags. 

The Center for Studies of Addic-

tion is part of Penn’s Perelman 

School of Medicine and focuses on 

advancing “the cutting edge of 

knowledge on the nature of addiction 

and the best ways to relieve this terri-

ble  illness,” according to the CSA 

Website. The mission focuses on re-

search, education and patient care. 

For more information on CSA, 

go online at www.med.upenn.edu/

csa. 

For more information on the 

clothing drive, contact Jill Nicastro at 

610-637-2414 or jallaband@bob 

wagner.com. 

Youth group, Kacie’s Cause partner for clothing drive 

WHAT WE NEED 

 

 Wearable/usable clothing for 

men, women and children; 

 Shoes, belts, handbags,  

backpacks, hats; 

 Stuffed animals; 

 Linens (sheets, blankets,  

curtains); and 

 CDs/DVDs in appropriate cases 

(no copies or loose discs). 

We CANNOT accept: 

 Bikes; 

 Toys; 

 Winter boots and coats 

(change this year); 

 Dirty or tattered items; 

 Furniture; 

 Household appliances; 

 

 Books; 

 Kitchen cookware; 

 Art supplies; 

 Car seats; 

 Strollers; 

 Decorative items; or 

 Anything breakable. 

March 9-April 16 

GIVE | SERVE |  
RESTORE 

Throughout Lent we will be  part-

nering with The Constellation Net-

work by par ticipating in Give | 

Serve | Restore (GSR).  GSR is an ini-

tiative in 

southern 

Chester 

County for 

donating time 

and energy to our communities!  

The idea is that if a lot of people 

do small, good things, it adds up to a 
big positive impact on the community.   

From March 1- April 16, EVE-

RYONE is welcome to join in and 

take on the 1-2-3 Challenge:  

1 service project: people can sign up 

for projects online or take action on 

their own.  

 

2 pounds of food: to benefit Kennett 

Area Community Service, The Bridge 

in West Grove, and Oxford Area 

Neighborhood Services Center (we 

will collect it at FBC). 

 

$3 (kids) or $30 (adults): to suppor t 

the work of CASA Youth Advocates 

March 1-April 16 

https://www.facebook.com/theconstellationnetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/theconstellationnetwork/
http://delcocasa.org/
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“THE WAY OF DISCERNMENT” 

Spiritual maturity means we become fully the persons 

God created us to be, 

which means becom-

ing - each in our own 

way – more and more 

like Jesus.    

This is not something we can do on our own.  We 

must learn to discern the Spirit’s leading, guiding and di-

recting for our lives, our families, and our faith communi-

ties.   

Over these 11 weeks we will explore what it means to 

discern God’s direction for our lives.   

How do we filter the 

“noise” so we can hear 

clearly the “still small 

voice of God”?  

This group will meet from 7-8:30 p.m. in Room 12 of 

the Christian Education building on the following dates: 

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; April 6, 20, 27; May 4, 11 

Companions in Christ series continues in March 

Easter flowers 
To order, place in offering plate no later than March 27th. 

 

Your name:______________________________________________ 

 

____#Tulips @ $8.50 ea      ___# Easter lilies@ $8.50 ea     ___# Daffodils @ $8.50ea 

 

 

Circle to designate:  In Memory of:   or In Honor of: 

 

NAME(S) _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thank you for your participation, and if you have any questions, contact Elaine Reasons. 

In FIVE weeks we will be creating a display of Easter 

flowers in the sanctuary!  If you would like to participate, 

please use the order form on the other side to purchase 

one or more of the plants.  

We will be ordering a combination of Easter lillies, 

tulips and daffodils.  Indicate the number of plants you 

want. Place your  appropriate payment with this order 

form in the offering plate as soon as possible — NO 

LATER THAN MARCH 27.  

This year’s price is $8.50/plant, the same as last year.  

You may take your plants home on a first-come, first-

choice basis after the Easter Worship service.  The plants 

that are not taken will be taken to shut-ins.    

Time to order Easter flowers 
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Read Across America is a national campaign to promote literacy  

during March.  

March is the birthday of Dr. Suess, so we at J.A.M. Christian  

Daycare have been exploring the literature of Dr. Suess, which is  

wonderful for these ages.  

To celebrate further, we have invited special readers to come in once 

a week to share a book with the 

children. This allows children to 

be exposed to new adults and see 

how the adult enjoys reading. 

The first week of March we 

“traded teachers” and allowed 

teachers to go to a different class 

to share a story.   

Other readers will be Pastor Dan, 

Linda Smith and Beth  

Plowmaker (Stars specialist). We 

are excited to have this  

experience for our students.  

Special readers come to J.A.M. 

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com 
  

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare 

Other special activities in March 

Ms. Yesenia, our infant room teacher, has a 

background in teaching music classes to preschool 

children.  

This month, she will begin visiting all our  

classrooms to share special music activities. The  

infant room already enjoys her musical abilities so 

now she can share with all our groups. 

Cultural Days will begin again in March. Coordinated by Ms. Jessica, this 

is a time for children to explore other languages and literature from other  

countries. 

Current openings 

There is currently one 

opening in the toddler room 

and one in preschool.  

There is a waiting list for 

the infant room, with the next 

opening in June. 

For any questions  

regarding openings, please 

contact J.A.M. Director  

Nancy Nicewonger. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
America for Christ collection 
9:45 AM - 11:00 AM Sunday 
School 
11:00 AM -
 12:00 PM Worship 
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM Monte 
Horeb 

27 
12:00 PM -
 1:00 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 

28 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM AA- 
Mid-Day Miracles 
6:00 PM -
 7:30 PM Brownie Troop 
4424 meeting 
6:00 PM -
 8:30 PM Monte Horeb 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM FBC 
basketball vs. Media 
9:00 PM - 10:00 PM FBC 
basketball vs. CLC lime 

1 
Ash Wednesday 
12- 1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7 PM -Ash Wednesday 
service 
7- 8:30 PM Youth Group 
8- 9 PM Al-Anon 

2 
12 - 1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6-8 PM Monte Horeb 
monthly director meeting 
7 8:30 PM "Companions 
in Christ" 
7- 9 PM Kacie's Cause 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

3 
World Day of Prayer 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6- 8:30 PM Monte 
Horeb 

4 
10-11 AM FBC 
basketball vs. Corner 
Gray 
12- 1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 

5 

 

Communion/Deacon Offering 
9:45-11 AM Sunday School 
11AM - 12 PM Worship 
6-8:30 PM Monte Horeb 

6 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM At 
The Crossroads small 
group 
 

7 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6:00 PM -
 7:00 PM J.A.M. Daycare 
staff meeting 
6:00 PM -
 8:30 PM Monte Horeb 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM FBC 
basketball vs. CLC black 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

8 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Call 
to Worship and Prayer 
7:00 PM -
 8:30 PM Youth Group 
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM Al-
Anon 

9 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7:00 PM -
 8:30 PM "Companions 
in Christ" 
7:00 PM -
 9:00 PM Kacie's Cause 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

10 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6 - 8:30 PM Monte 
Horeb 

11 

 

8 - 9:30 AM Men's 
breakfast 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 

12 

 

Daylight-Saving Time Begins 
9:45-11 AM Sunday School 
11AM - 12 PM Worship 
12-2 PM Fellowship luncheon 
-- G. Fresolone's Sunday 
School class 
6-8:30 PM Monte Horeb 

13 

 

1:30-2:30 PM Mission 
Team meeting 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 
1-2 PM At The Cross-
roads small group 
7-9 PM Elder/deacon 
meeting 

14 

 

12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6-7:30 PM Troop 4424 
6-8:30 PM Monte Horeb 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

15 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
1:30 PM -
 2:30 PM Missions 
6:30 PM -
 7:30 PM Wacky 
Wednesday Worship 
7-8:30 PM Youth Group 
8- 9 PM Al-Anon 

16 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7 8:30 PM "Companions 
in Christ" 
7-9 PM Kacie's Cause 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

17 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6 - 8:30 PM Monte 
Horeb 

18 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 

19 

 

9:45-11 AM Sunday School 
11AM - 12 PM Worship 
6-8:30 PM Monte Horeb 

20 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 
1-2 PM At The Cross-
roads small group 
7-9:30 PM AA District 
56 meeting 

21 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6-8:30 PM Monte Horeb 
6:30-9 PM YoungDads 
meeting 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

22 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7-9 PM Quiet Waters 
7 - 8:30 PM Youth Group 
8- 9 PM Al-Anon 

23 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7-8:30 PM  
"Companions in Christ" 
7 - 9 PM Kacie's Cause 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

24 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6 - 8:30 PM Monte 
Horeb 

25 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 

26 

 

9:45-11 AM Sunday School 
11AM - 12 PM Worship with 
guest pastor Nancy | 
Nicewonger 
6-8:30 PM Monte Horeb 

27 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 
1-2 PM At The Cross-
roads small group 
7- 8:30 PM PRC 

28 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6 - 7:30 PM Brownie 
Troop 4424 meeting 
6- 8:30 PM Monte Horeb 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

29 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
7 - 8:30 PM Youth Group 
8- 9 PM Al-Anon 

30 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
12-2 PM Senior  
luncheon 
7 8:30 PM "Companions 
in Christ" 
7- 9 PM Kacie's Cause 
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM AA 
meeting 

31 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-Day 
Miracles 
6 - 8:30 PM Monte 
Horeb 

1 
8 AM - 12 PM Spring 
cleanup day 
12-1 PM AA- Mid-
Day Miracles 
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Join us in celebrating these March birthdays 

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net 

 

Holly Hendershot   March 1 

Barbara Miller   March 1 

Kenneth Poole   March 2 

Justin Rzucidlo   March 2 

Ray Lundquist   March 3 

Isaac Rose    March 10 

Bill Bogle    March 14 

George D. Hostetler  March 16 

Israel Allaband   March 24 

Jayden Church   March 26 

John Stansberry   March 30 
 

 

 

If  your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale. 
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Wacky worship 
Young attendees at March’s Wacky 

Wednesday Worship will learn the story of  

Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego. 

The story is about three men who refused to 

worship a golden statue of a king. They  

believed that God was the only one they should 

worship.  

The youth-led, youth-oriented worship is 

held on the third Wednesday of each month at 

6:30 p.m.  

Young attendees will memorize the  

Beautitudes throughout this session of the  

program. 

Basketball season winds down 

It’s not too late to catch First Baptist’s basketball team in  

action. 

 

Saturday, March 4 10 a.m. Corner Grey vs. Kennett 

Tuesday, March 7 7 p.m.  Kennett vs. CLC Black 

Tuesday, March 14 8 p.m.  Kennett vs. Oxford 

Tuesday, March 21 Playoffs 

Tuesday, March 28 Playoffs 

Sports ministry fundraiser 

Join us Sunday, April 9 before church for a 

pancake breakfast fundraiser to benefit First 

Baptist Church’s sports ministry. 

Instead of a fellowship luncheon, the bene-

fit breakfast is hosted by and will benefit the 

church’s softball and basketball teams. 

Look for a sign-up in the Welcome Center 

and online. 

 

FBC on YouTube 

http://bit.ly/2bJbbck 

Catch up on worship services, Second Wednesdays, and more. 
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John and Debbie Coats are mission-

aries stationed in Cambodia. First 

Baptist Church supports them. Below 

is an e-mail update from the Coats’. 

 

Christmas has come and gone.  It 

is a  time when the government allows 

for churches to have large public cele-

brations with lots of noise and loud-

speakers.  

All the neighborhood is invited, 

along with local authorities. The youth 

and kids in the churches generally 

sing songs on stage about what Jesus 

has done for us.   

It is an unashamedly evangelistic 

out- reach to the whole community. If 

the church has enough funds, the cele-

bration ends with a meal, which al-

ways brings in more guests.   

Often a non-local  speaker  is in-

vited to give the message as a way to 

encourage local people to come.  

The local church we attend (only 

about 30 adults show up on Sunday) 

had nearly  500 guests, most of whom 

were children.  

The church had made an inten-

tional effort to tailor the program to 

attract children. 

I have recently hired a 6th teacher 

for our children's program. His name 

is Reeake and is only 22 years old.  

He was a young boy in our pro-

gram many years ago, went off to 

higher education in the city, but has 

returned to the village.  

Please pray that the Lord will 

grow him into a humble servant and 

loving teacher, in love with the Lord, 

and loving on the children. Our two 

nonnegotiable criteria for teachers are 

they love the Lord and love kids. 

Seenah is a young teenager in our 

program that has been helping the 

teachers. She has a very sweet humble 

spirit about her and was delighted 

when we asked her to help with the 

kids.  

Some months ago we were pray-

ing over some of the teenagers in the 

program and Seenah began sobbing 

and sobbing.  

When Debbie  asked if she was 

okay, she said Jesus was showing her 

how sad He felt about people in her 

village who did not yet know Him.  

We were moved by Jesus' revela-

tion to her. I ask for prayer for 

Seenah. Recently I  had a longer con-

versation with her after she reported 

that some classmates and a teacher at 

the government school were ridiculing 

her faith in Jesus.  

She was not particularly dis-

tressed, but was simply asking us how 

to reply to their various statements 

about Jesus.  

She wanted to know how to accu-

rately answer their questions. I asked 

her how old she was and was sur-

prised when she said 14. I  am so im-

pressed with her.  

She is very mature. I had just as-

sumed she was 17  or 18 years old.  I 

told her how impressed I was with 

her.  

The teachers gave her suggestions 

how to answer her "teasers", then we 

prayed over her and asked the Holy 

Spirit to embolden her and give her 

the right answers at the right time. 

To contact John and Debbie 

Coats, send them an e-mail at 

djcoats@gmail.com, or send an e-

mail to the missionary team at 

doncarolfriel@verizon.net. 

Coats’ family reports on Christmas in Cambodia 



 

 

 

First Baptist is handicapped accessible    

First Baptist Church 

415 W. State St. 

Kennett Square, PA 19348 

FAX: 610-444-0480 

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger 

WEB SITE: 

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org 

W ORSHIP  S ERV ICE :  

11  A . M .  

S UNDAY  S CHOO L  F OR   

AL L  AGE S :  9 :45  A . M .  

B I B LE  S TUDY  T UES :  1 :30  P . M .  

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED :  7  P . M .  

Y OUTH  G R OUP  W ED :  7  P . M .  

J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

610-444-1795 

Nancy Nicewonger,  

Director  

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which  
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks  
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.  

at 610-444-1795. 

Fellowship luncheons 
Ever joined us for a fellowship luncheon? They are 

held the second Sunday of each month following the 
worship service. Attendees can bring a dish to share.   

 

March 12      Host: George Fresolone’s  
    Sunday School class 

April 9 Palm Sunday — Pancake breakfast  
   during Sunday School hour — 
   fundraiser for and hosted by the 
   softball and basketball teams 

May 14 Mother’s Day; no luncheon 

June 11 Open  

Have you seen our calendar? 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square has a new 

online calendar to make it easier for church leaders, 

congregations, and visitors to more easily see what’s 

happening at FBC. It will also help streamline certain 

administrative functions such as scheduling and heat 

charts. 

The online version can be viewed by day, week or 

month. It can also display meetings for groups, such as 

church leadership, Alcoholics Anonymous, Missions, 

J.A.M. Christian Daycare, and outside groups, among 

others.   

 

Firstbaptistkennettsquare.org 


