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CONNECTIONS 

During the month of 

October we spent a couple 

of Sundays talking about 

worship.   

Worship is central to 

the life of someone  

pursuing an ever deepening 

and maturing relationship 

with God.   

We talked of how  

worship should be  

transformational and  

redeeming.  As we turn our focus away from ourselves 

and toward Abba Father, we are transformed, our outlook 

upon life is transformed, our community is transformed.   

Worship is redeeming in the sense that in those  

moments where our spirit encounters the Spirit of the  

Living God, we learn how we were truly meant to live.  

     Sorrow and sadness 

are transformed to joy 

and resolve to move 

forward with  

confidence, confidence 

not in ourselves but in 

the one who has set us free from the bondage of sin and of 

death. Worship that helps us encounter the living God has 

the power to transform our lives, communities and the 

world around us. 

We also talked about how worship requires work.   
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Join us for a community  

Thanksgiving service sponsored by St. 

Patrick Church, Episcopal Church of the 

Advent, and First Baptist Church. 

The service will be held at 7 p.m.  

Sunday, Nov. 19 at FBC. Light  

refreshments will follow in Fellowship 

Hall. 

The Kennett CommUNITY Chorus 

will participate in the service, and an  

offering will be collected to support the 

work of the Carter Community  

Development Corp. 

Thanksgiving service 
set for community 

Transformational worship ahead 
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As a result of the 

way you have generously  

given of your time, 

shared your gifts and  

talents, and contributed 

financially, we have 

partnered with God to 

accomplish much here at 

First Baptist in 2017! 

I am excited to see the growth 

taking place within each of you and 

within our congregation. 

Let me encourage you to  

continue “Growing in Generosity.” 

During this Thanksgiving season 

we are encouraging people to pray 

and think about how they plan to  

contribute to the ministry of First 

Baptist Church in 2018.  

Spend time asking God where 

He is inviting you to give generously 

of your time, of your skills, of your  

resources. 

You will soon be receiving a  

letter from the church speaking about 

the importance of our General Fund.   

Every ministry that “meets the 

needs of individuals and families” or 

“helps people grow into mature  

followers of Jesus Christ” is funded 

through the General Fund.   

Our church is open for ministry 

365 days a year.  

Many of us may not see the  

ministry that takes place here during 

the day or during a weeknight.  

There are community groups and 

support groups who have come to 

find a home here at First Baptist.  

We provide them a place to do 

their ministry, and as a result our  

outreach into the community is  

extended.  It is a wise use of the  

facility God has blessed us with. 

This year we are using pledge 

cards to encourage people to  

prayerfully consider their support of 

the General Fund.   

This pledge card is one tool to 

help you think about your  

commitment to give generously to 

God’s ministry here at First Baptist.   

Please take some time to pray 

about how God is inviting you to  

support the work that is 

taking place here each 

day.   

       We are in the midst of  

transitioning to a new  

accounting software and 

want to be clear as to how 

all contributions will be 

recorded in 2018. 

  

 All contributions will be  

recorded, in the appropriate 

category, and will go towards 

an individual or family’s total 

giving. 

 Your pledges to the General 

Fund are fulfilled by your  

contributions to the Weekly 

Offering during calendar 

year 2018. 

 Contributions designed for  

purposes other than the  

General Fund (e.g. Missions 

offerings, Building Fund,  

holiday or year-end  

offerings) will not be counted 

as part of your General Fund 

pledge. 

 

There will be a time during the 

worship service on Nov. 19 for you to 

return your pledge card as part of the 

worship service.   

Please know that I join you in 

prayer and am asking God to help us 

all “Grow in Generosity” as we grow 

deeper in our relationship with Abba 

Father. 

Pastor Dan 

Thank you for your generosity 
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We continue to journey on this 

year of “growing into a new way of 

doing things”. 

For the past two years we have 

lived into our new structure. We have 

been very intentional about reviewing 

things that work, and addressing areas 

of concern to be sure this new  

structure will serve us well into the 

future. 

At the Sept. 11, 2017 meeting of 

the Elder/Deacon Board, we acted  

upon “a motion to accept and propose 

the new bylaws to the congregation.”  

The motion passed unanimously. 

On Oct. 15 we announced that 

copies of the proposed bylaws were 

available for review. Letters were sent 

to all members on Oct. 16 outlining 

the process by which we will vote on 

these proposed bylaws.  

An electronic copy of the  

proposed bylaws was included with 

an email version of the letter which 

was sent to everyone for whom we 

have active email addresses. 

On Sunday, Oct. 22 we held an 

informational meeting to answer any 

questions people had about the  

proposed bylaws or the process.   

During the next few weeks there 

will be another opportunity to ask 

questions about the proposed bylaws.  

During the Sunday School hour on 

Nov. 26, we will meet in Fellowship 

Hall and answer any questions you 

may have. 

This long process will conclude 

with the first part of our annual  

meeting on Sunday, Dec. 10 where we 

will act upon the Elder/Deacon 

Board’s recommendation that the 

church adopt the proposed bylaws.   

We will also be voting on the 

proposed 2018 budget and a slate of 

officers for 2018.  

This meeting will follow  

immediately after the worship service. 

The journey to our Elder/  

Deacon, Team-Based structure has 

been a long one.  

Early on we made the decision to 

live into this new structure, and it has 

served us well. I am excited to see 

how we have freed people up to do 

ministry and am eager to see how God 

uses it to grow us in the future. 

Pastor Dan 

Board 
Vote on bylaw changes in December 

Jesus used multiple different  

metaphors to describe his people and the 

relationship the Father wants with us.  

He calls us his followers (disciples), 

his sheep, his servants, his slaves, his 

bride and even his brothers and sisters. 

And we are good with all of these.   But 

when he calls us to be good stewards, our 

thoughts immediately go to money.   

This series is intended to go beyond 

talking about money and dig into how 

biblical stewardship can and should  

influence our day-to-day lives.  

Nov. 5 — Study 1: Stewardship  

as a God-desired relationship  

Our study series will begin by  

looking examining how Christ used the 

idea of stewardship to describe the kind of 

relationship God wants with his people.  

This and subsequent studies will  

examine selected bible passages, followed 

by discussions on how Christ’s teachings 

might influence our lives today.  

Nov. 12 — Study 2: Abundance, 

Wealth and Poverty 

This week’s study will look at some 

incorrect and false societal and cultural 

perspectives on stewardship, contrasting 

them with the Bible’s actual teachings.  

Our discussions will focus on how a 

biblical perspective of these ideas can 

make a difference in how we see and  

interact with the world.  

Nov 19 — Study 3: Finishing Strong 

The bible provides specific  

instructions to “seniors” – those of us 

who, to paraphrase Paul, are in the final 

laps of our race.   

We will be looking at those special 

biblical injunctions and discussing how 

they may translate into practical  

retirement and end-of-life planning duties 

and responsibilities.  

Sunday School class focuses on ‘Call to Biblical Stewardship’  
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Christmas Eve falls on a 

Sunday this year.  We will be 

doing three special services to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

9:45 a.m. – A time for our  

community to celebrate “The 

Greatest Gift Ever.”  

We will read the “Christmas 

Story.”  

Our children will share in 

helping us remember the true 

reason why we celebrate  

Christmas.  

This special time of worship will include some of 

special Christmas carols and an opportunity for people to 

share what the story Jesus’ birth means to them.   

     We will follow this special time with light  

refreshments in Fellowship Hall.  

All Sunday school classes will participate in this  

special intergenerational Christmas celebration.  

11 a.m. – Morning worship 

Our community will join together to worship our  

newborn Savior. 

11 p.m. – Christmas Eve service 

 This special service will be marked with reading of 

scriptures, lighting of the Advent wreath and singing of 

Christmas carols. We will close our time together with 

“Silent Night” sung to candlelight. Please make plans to 

join us for these special times of celebration. 

Celebrating Christmas Eve at FBC 

We are once again collecting one-pound bags of rice for Kennett Area 

Community Services.  

Help us reach our goal of 450 pounds — and maybe even exceed last 

year’s total rice collection — while we work to help needy families. The 

one-pound bags will be included in food baskets that feature all the fixings 

for a holiday dinner. 

Look for the collection bin in the Welcome Center beginning  

immediately. 

When our collection is complete, we will send volunteers to help  

assemble the baskets. 

In 2016, our church family, J.A.M. Daycare, Monte Horeb, and  

members of AA came together to collect close to 500 bags of rice, pictured 

at left. For more information about KACS, go online at 

www.kacsonline.net. 

Rice collection to begin 
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We will be creating a display of  

Christmas flowers in the Sanctuary again 

this year.  

If you would like to help, there will be 

order forms in the bulletin on Nov. 12, 19 

and 26.   

Please use that form to purchase one or 

more plants, and place it in the offering 

plate with your check. 

You may take your plants home with 

you beginning Tuesday, Dec. 26  at the  

earliest. The cost is the same as last year — 

$8 per plant —and the deadline for  orders 

is Sunday, Nov. 26. 

Help decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas 

Above, workers from Choice Windows replace the windows  

in the Christian Ed building (at left). Below , J.A.M. students  

give it a thumbs-up! 

New windows 

The children, staff and families of 
J.A.M. offer great appreciation to FBC 

for having new windows installed in the 
first floor of the Christian Education 
building. We are enjoying new windows 

in our toddler room, preschool and  
daycare office. This will offer us a  
draft-free environment this winter.  
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The children of J.A.M.  

Christian Daycare have been  

enjoying a new school year.  

The warm weather this fall  

allowed for wonderful play  

outdoors.  

The students got to take 

advantage of the warmer  

weather in October during a 

visit from Kennett Fire Co. 

Two firefighters taught the 

children about fire safety on 

Oct. 18.  

Children watched a fireman 

suit up in his gear. This helps 

teach them not to run away 

from a fireman in his suit if 

they ever need to be rescued 

from a fire.  

They also went out to see 

the fire truck.  

We appreciate the work the 

firefighters do and the way they 

interact with our children. 

Fire safety among events in new J.A.M. school year 
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J.A.M. students visit Friends Home in October 

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com 
  

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare 

Visit to Friends Home 
Children brought their costumes to J.A.M. on Nov. 1 for a visit to the Friends Home. All classes walked up for a visit 
with our friends. Children from J.A.M. visit the Friends Home on a monthly basis. 

Openings 
Openings are  
available in all 
classrooms at 
J.A.M. Christian 
Daycare. Free  
registration is 
available for 
friends of First 
Baptist. 
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It was 1953, and a newlywed Shirley and Donald Poole 

Sr. posed for pictures outside the front doors at First Baptist 

Church of Kennett Square. 

Don Sr., a Quaker, was baptized into FBC by the Rev. 

Bill Dunn after he and Shirley married.  

Over the years the couple watched as that door held 

equally special memories for all five of their children and 

some of their grandchildren, who had wedding photos taken 

in front of it. 

“On Jill and Andrew’s wedding day, they also had their 

picture taken at the front door,” said Kathy Allaband, one of 

the Pooles’ children. 

But as the decades went by, the door began to  

deteriorate, and Don wanted to see it restored to its former  

glory, Shirley said. He looked into a possible restoration when 

he was a trustee at FBC. 

That dream came true recently, as the church’s property 

team – led by Poole grandson Tim McDonald -- and Thomas 

Restorations completed the door restoration and dedicated it to 

the memory of Don on Oct. 22. 

“I knew the doors were being done, and I know that Mom 

is happy that they are done,” Allaband wrote in an e-mail. 

“They look wonderful, and I would like to thank Thomas  

Restorations – especially Chris Goldberg and Rick Walls – for 

doing such a great job.” 

The restoration was a surprise to Shirley, who later  

explained how much it meant to her and how much it would 

have meant to her husband, who was involved in the life of FBC 

in many different capacities. 

“Thank you to those who restored the door,” she said. 

“That door was always special to him.” 

Contributions to the memorial fund for Don Sr., who died 

in 2015, paid for the restoration. 

Doors restored in memory of Don Poole Sr. 

Top left and 
above, the front 
doors of First  
Baptist featured 
prominently in 
wedding photos 
of Shirley and Don 
Poole. Bottom 
left, the newly 
refinished doors 
are restored to 
their former  
glory. 

 

 

 

Top photos courtesy 
of Shirley Poole 

Bottom photo by  
Cassandra McDonald  
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Transformational worship does 

not simply happen.  We cannot ignore 

God all week, walk into church on 

Sunday morning, sit down, cross our 

arms and say, “Okay, transform me.”   

Sunday morning worship truly 

becomes transformational when we 

spend time throughout the week with 

God and then unite our personal  

worship together with the rest of the 

community.   

Over the next few months we will 

have times for truly transformational 

worship.  

Let me encourage you to begin 

now preparing yourself for it.  On 

Sunday, Nov. 19 we will host the 

Community Thanksgiving Service.   

Christmas Eve falls upon a  

Sunday this year, and we will have 

three special worship opportunities for 

you to join in.    

If these times are to be truly 

transformational, we will begin  

thinking of God’s many blessings in 

our lives.  We will spend time in  

personal worship thanking God for the 

gift of Jesus and celebrating what His 

birth means for us as we seek to “love 

the Lord our God with all our heart, 

mind soul and strength, and love our 

neighbor as ourselves.”  

I invite you to invest some time 

in the personal worship that will help 

make our corporate worship truly 

transformational. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Dan    

CONTINUED from Page 1 

Preparing for transformational worship ahead 

MISSIONS 

We are so grateful to God for 

what he did at the youth camp. A few 

stories below:  

Seena  

Seena, a 17-year-old orphan, lost 

her parents and grandparents in the 

past two years and is raising her two 

younger sisters, keeping the family 

together.  

Our son Jesse was helping at the 

camp and asked her what was the 

most important thing she had learned.  

She said something about her 

identity in God, then turned away and 

thought for a while. Turning back to 

Jesse she said, "I've decided to follow 

Jesus with my whole heart."  

Jesse responded, "Are you sure?"  

"Yes, I'm sure," she responded.  

"One hundred percent?" Jesse 

asked again.  

"Yes, 100 percent!" she replied.  

Pray for Seena as she follows  

Jesus, continues to be a mother to her 

younger sisters, and tries to finish 

high school.  

Outreach  

As part of the youth camp, the 

students were required to share the 

gospel in villages and on the street 

with adults and children through  

conversation and skits.  

This was a very stretching  

experience for the youth. They were 

very hesitant the first day or two, but 

many started to catch on.  

One boy was asked to play the 

role of the prodigal son. He was so 

nervous he kept forgetting his lines as 

they practiced. One of the girls was 

asked to play a prostitute, but she was 

too embarrassed to try. However, 

when the time came, the boy rose to 

the occasion and performed his part 

well.  

He went on to act in another skit 

the next day.  

The girl who was afraid to act the 

previous day ended up leading the 

village children in songs on a later 

day. Their courage to share the gospel 

grew.  

Many kids said they really  

wanted to share their faith with their 

parents and families.  

Pray that God will give them the 

boldness and love to actually do so.  

Praise God for using the youth to 

demonstrate His power and  

sovereignty to these village children 

through their prayers!  

John  

Coats share stories of God’s work at youth camp 

John and Debbie Coats are missionaries supported by First  

Baptist Church. They serve in Cambodia. What follows is a  

selection of an Oct. 25 e-mail update from John. 
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Join us in celebrating these birthdays 

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net 

Aaron Fresolone  Nov. 4 

Aubrey Bogle Greer Nov. 8 

Diane Albertson  Nov. 9 

Donna Jo Poole  Nov. 12 

Isabel Woodie  Nov. 18 

Mary Barlow  Nov. 30 

Ken Smith   Dec. 1 

Donnie Poole III  Dec. 3 

George Plumley IV Dec. 4 

Etta Wells   Dec. 5 

Baron LeGault  Dec. 10 

Jo Osborne   Dec. 16 

Babe Arden   Dec.  19 

Dorothy Seldomridge   Dec. 19 

Kellie Fresolone  Dec. 23 

Andrew Nicastro   Dec. 27 

Marian Guest   Dec. 28 

Terry Schreep   Dec. 30 

Evelyn Heaton   Jan. 1 

Paul Freeman   Jan. 2 

Shirley Poole   Jan. 11 

Emily LeGault   Jan. 15 

Sarah LeGault   Jan. 15 

Matthew McDonald  Jan. 16 

Jill Nicastro    Jan. 16 

Bob Burton    Jan. 20 

Becky Yakscoe   Jan. 28 

 
If  your birthday is not listed or is incorrect, 
 please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale. 
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First Baptist is handicapped accessible    

First Baptist Church 

415 W. State St. 

Kennett Square, PA 19348 

FAX: 610-444-0480 

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger 

WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com 

W ORSHIP  S ERV ICE :  

11  A . M .  

S UNDAY  S CHOO L  F OR   

AL L  AGE S :  9 :45  A . M .  

B I B LE  S TUDY  T UES :  1 :30  P . M .  

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED :  7  P . M .  

Y OUTH  G R OUP  W ED :  7  P . M .  

J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

610-444-1795 

Nancy Nicewonger,  

Director  

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which  
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks  
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.  

at 610-444-1795. 

Nursery schedule 
First Sunday of the month:  

Jennifer Allaband and Ana Poole 

Second Sunday of the month:  

Jessica Sturgill and Becky Yackscoe 

Third Sunday of the month:  

Jackie Bogle and Rayann Nicewonger 

Fourth Sunday of the month: Deb Gray 

Fifth Sunday of the month: Open 

Those working in the nursery are responsible for  

putting all the toys away, throwing out all the snacks, and 

sweeping up all the crumbs. 

Altar flowers 

Sign up now to place flowers in the church on  

Sundays in honor or memory of loved ones, in  

celebration, or in remembrance. The cost is $30. There 

are still plenty of spots available! 

 

What’s your worship story? 
If you have a special worship experience, we would 

love to hear about it so we can share it with the church fami-

ly. It’s part of being a community, sharing those  

moments so we can learn from each other and grow in our 

faith. To share your worship experience, please contact 

Monica Fragale at 610-444-5320 or admin@ksqfbc.com. 


